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do not accept an explanation of birth, even if it is explained to them
in a naturalistic way, and prefer to return to the more imaginative
story of the stork, so many children do not like to consider realis-
tically the problem of death but continue to consider it as a state of
dreaming from which one can awake.(30) A boy whose father is
abroad remarked: "When my father goes to heaven, then he comes
back to us all the way round."
Another record on death (B.C.) :
ANDREW: "Mommy, why did uncle die?"
MOTHER: "He died because he was old."
ANDREW: "But how could they know that he was dead?"
MOTHER : "The doctor came to see him and he knew he was dead
because he was not feeling anything any more."
ANDREW: "And where is uncle now?"
MOTHER: "They took him to a beautiful park, in a cemetery, and
he is there, having a good rest."
ANDREW: "Then we can go and see him.3'
MOTHER: "We can go to that park, but we cannot see him."
ANDREW: "Why?"
MOTHER: "Because dead persons are buried."
ANDREW: "Why are they buried?"
MOTHER: "So that they can rest quietly and nobody can disturb
them."
ANDREW: "How are they buried?"
MOTHER: "They are put in a nice coffin, and then the coffin is put
in a hole in the ground; then everything is covered again with
the ground and on top we can plant beautiful flowers or grass."
ANDREW : "I would like to go and see the park some day."
MOTHER:  "We will go if you want to."
ANDREW: "Mommy, does a dead person move?"
MOTHER:  "No, a dead person looks as if he were asleep."
ANDREW:  "But is a dead person breathing too?"
MOTHER: "No, a dead person doesn't breathe any more."
ANDREW: "But then it is completely different, because when one is
asleep he is breathing, isn't he?"
MOTHER:  "Yes, you are right, it is different."
ANDREW: "Mommy, do we all have to die?"
MOTHER: "Yes, we all have to die when we are very old."
ANDREW: "But I don't want to die. I don't want to!"
A child lives in a world of bewilderment. He tries desperately
to understand what goes on around Mm.  We must be careful m